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The American Revolution 
Bicentennial 


The President’s Nationwide Radio Address. 
March 10, 1974 


Good afternoon. 

Just 12 months from now, in March of 1975, the 
United States will officially begin to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of our birth as a Nation. As we prepare for 
this occasion, I want to talk with you today about some 
of our plans for the Bicentennial era and what it can 
mean for every American. 

The Bicentennial offers us a unique opportunity— 
a time to take a long look backward, but more im- 
portantly, a time to look forward, a chance to rekindle 
the spirit that in 200 years built 13 small dependent 
colonies into the strongest Nation in the world. 

That will be the purpose of our Bicentennial celebra- 
tion—a rededication to American values, as well as a 
reaffirmation of our strength and potential as a free 
people working together to achieve great goals, not only 
for ourselves but for all people in the world. 

Our Bicentennial will be very different from the Cen- 
tennial celebration held in Philadelphia 100 years ago. 
In 1876, the great attractions were Alexander Graham 
Bell’s remarkable invention, the telephone, and the mas- 
sive 40-foot high Corliss steam engine which powered the 
fair’s machinery and brightened its grounds with electric 
lights, although the children attending that celebration 
probably thought the best invention was a brand new 
drink called root beer. 

In 1976, there will be no single city in which we cele- 
brate our 200th anniversary and no single exhibition of 


our progress. No one city would be big enough. All 
America will be the showcase. The Bicentennial will be 
in each of our 50 States and territories so that all Ameri- 
cans can participate in it, because this is a celebration 
that belongs to all Americans. 

To ensure the success of the Bicentennial, strong and 
vigorous leadership is needed. To provide that leader- 
ship, I will tomorrow nominate Mr. John Warner to 
serve as Administrator of the Bicentennial Administra- 
tion. Mr. Warner has given distinguished service to the 
Nation for the past 2 years as Secretary of the Navy, 
and I know he will bring those same skills and energies 
to the Bicentennial Administration. 

As his first order of business, I have directed Mr. War- 
ner to prepare for me a summary and projection of all 
Bicentennial planning in the public and private sectors 
and to present them at an early meeting of the full 
Cabinet. 

Because the Bicentennial belongs to the entire Nation, 
it must be a completely nonpartisan effort. In the ap- 
pointments I shall be making to the Bicentennial Advisory 
Council and the Board of Directors, I shall insist on this 
principle, and I know that everyone involved will share 
this nonpartisan spirit. 

Mr. Warner and his staff will call upon groups and 
communities all over America to prepare a truly national 
celebration. The Federal Government will help in this 
effort, but above all, it will be a citizen celebration. It 
will be successful because the people, not the Govern- 
ment, will make it successful, just as America’s unprece- 
dented progress over the past 200 years has been due 
primarily to what people have done rather than what 
government has done. 

The Bicentennial is not going to be invented in Wash- 
ington, printed in triplicate by the Government Printing 
Office, mailed to you by the U.S. Postal Service, and filed 
away in your public library. 

Instead, we shall seek to trigger a chain reaction of 
tens of thousands of individual celebrations—large and 
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small—planned and carried out by citizens in every 
part of America. We have already made substantial prog- 
ress toward that goal. 

Hundreds of cities, towns, counties, and other organi- 
zations have joined the Bicentennial Communities Pro- 
gram since it was inaugurated last summer. Thousands 
more have been invited, based upon their plans and 
projects. As of today, 482 communities have drawn up 
plans for participation and have been designated as Bicen- 
tennial Communities. Each of these plans includes a proj- 
ect to improve the life of the community in fields like art, 
recreation, education, and housing, not just in 1976 but 
for years to come. 

Naturally, the urban centers that played a major role 
during America’s early history will play a major role in 
the Bicentennial. 

Philadelphia, which housed the Continental Congress 
that drew up the Declaration of Independence, has over 
300 different Bicentennial projects underway, many of 
them located near Independence Hall. 

New York City, among other projects, plans to re- 
develop the South Street Seaport, one of the Nation’s 
oldest ports, and to restore several historic ships. Tentative 
plans have also been made for the city, in July of 1976, 
to play host to “Operation Sail ’76,” a fleet of tall, full- 
rigged sailing vessels arriving from around the world to 
honor the United States on our 200th anniversary. 

Boston is restoring such historic structures as Faneuil 
Hall, Quincy Market, and the Old State House. 

Washington, D.C., is preparing for an estimated 45 
million foreign and domestic visitors with projects such 
as the new National Visitor Center, the Eisenhower Civic 
Center, Constitution Gardens, and the National Air and 
Space Museum of the Smithsonian. Bicentennial plans 
in the Nation’s Capital also include many programs that 
will directly benefit local citizens and increase their ap- 
preciation for America’s rich and diverse heritage and 
enrich their daily lives—programs such as a neighborhood 
preservation housing project and cultural and folk art 
activities. 

The success of the Bicentennial will be measured by the 
number of people who participate in it. The more people 
who participate, the better it will be. Citizens of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, are setting an especially good ex- 
ample in this respect. In this old Southern port, which 
served as an important military base during the Revolu- 
tion, one out of every twelve citizens is already participat- 
ing in Bicentennial projects and events, including the con- 
struction of a naval museum, development of a Bicen- 
tennial park, and extensive restoration of many of the 
city’s buildings dating back to colonial days. 

But a city doesn’t have to be over 200 years old to 
participate. The American adventure that began in 1776 
has kept on going ever since. It is the only successful con- 
tinuous revolution in the history of the world, and every 


generation of America, from its Founding Fathers down 
to the present day, has played a part. 

Take the case of Denver, Colorado. Colorado will be 
celebrating its own 100th anniversary in 1976 and is 
coordinating its local celebration with the Nation’s 200th 
birthday. Among the goals the people of Denver have set 
for themselves are the completion of a new performing 
arts center and a new sports arena. 

In my native State of California, another aspect of the 
American life will be explored. Individual programs will 
depict the Spanish-American, Black, Chinese, and Japa- 
nese contributions to California life—each an important 
part of the great American experience. 

One of the finest examples of community action comes 
from the little town of Clarendon, Texas, where the 
townspeople are building a community amphitheatre 
with bricks made by the local schoolchildren. Each brick 
will be signed by the child who made it and will be a 
part of the overall structure. 

To me, and I am sure to millions of other Americans, 
that amphitheatre will represent, in miniature, the spirit 
that built America. 


Our Bicentennial observance could not possibly realize 
its full potential or meet our high expectations without 
the support of the free enterprise system which has made 
our country what it is today—the best and strongest 
Nation in history. Interest among private groups and 
organizations is developing, and we welcome their 
involvement. 

The American Express Company, for example, has 
donated funds for a facelifting of the Statue of Liberty. 
That historic symbol of hope in New York Harbor will 
get a thorough cleanup and reglazing. The company has 
also produced a documentary film highlighting the great 
contributions made to our country by the many ethnic 
groups who crossed the seas to find a new home in 
America. 

Civic, youth, and religious groups, such as the Boy and 
Girl Scouts and the Jaycees, are also mounting voluntary 
Bicentennial programs. 

Invitations have also been extended to 130 foreign 
nations, and within the next few months many of them 
are expected to announce plans for exhibits and other 
projects in communities across the country. 


There are many other projects now underway as we 
approach the Bicentennial—from the little town of 
Dorset, Vermont, where a population of 300 is planning 
seven different programs, to the great cities like Detroit, 
where an ethnic festival is on the drawing boards. Each 
group, each community is free to set and achieve its own 
goals, ranging from the most serious and enduring to the 
most lighthearted and temporary. Given the backing of 
the people, these projects will succeed, and they will 
make our 200th birthday as a Nation the most moving, 
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most representative, and most enjoyable celebration in 
American history. 


The Bicentennial is an almost unparalleled opportunity 
to enlist the talents of America—poets and planners, 
scholars and steelworkers, performers and participants— 
in a vast array of events and activities that express and 
strengthen America’s sense of herself as a creative and 
great national community. 


One of our greatest Presidents was also a keen his- 
torian. Long before he became actively involved in poli- 
tics, Woodrow Wilson had thoroughly studied and had 
taught American history and he had built a deep under- 
standing of our origins as a free people. 

“The American Revolution,” he wrote, “was a begin- 
ning, not a consummation.” That is exactly the way we 
should feel about the Bicentennial. In looking back with 
pride, and perhaps a little nostalgia, on our first 200 years 
as a Nation, we must not lose sight of the future. 

The Founding Fathers realized this. They gave us a 
set of principles and a body of laws that were designed 
to last—to grow and adjust with time, but to remain 
forever true to the basic values of freedom and individual 
dignity. 

In celebrating our Bicentennial it is essential that we, 
too, look ahead. We must use the opportunity the Bicen- 
tennial offers us to develop new institutions and new ideas 
to help determine America’s course in the coming century. 

We face great challenges, but in our laws, in our ideals, 
and in the character of the American people, we hold the 
keys to all the problems that confront us. 

Like the Founding Fathers, we are bound to experi- 
ence many problems along the way. But like them, we 
will have our share of disagreements and disappoint- 
ments. That is the price that every free society must pay, 
and history shows us that it is a price worth paying for 
freedom. 

But if we work together as men and women of good 
will—as Americans always have in difficult times—the 
best that is in all of us, and in the American system, will 
prevail. 

We can build a future in which 100 years from now 
another generation of Americans celebrating another 
anniversary can look back with pride on a time when our 
generation insured for them a world at peace, a Nation 
healthy and free, and a national heritage which will be 
a sound foundation for even greater progress in the future. 

Thank you and good afternoon. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:07 p.m. from his home at Key 
Biscayne, Fla. The address was broadcast live on nationwide radio. 


Following the address, the President met with John W. Warner, 
Administrator-designate of the American Revolution Bicentennial 
Administration. 


American Revolution Bicentennial 
Administration 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John W. Warner To Be Administrator. 
March 10, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate John W. Warner, of White Post, Va., to be Adminis- 
trator of the American Revolution Bicentennial Adminis- 
tration. This is a new position created by Public Law 
93-179 of December 11, 1973. Hugh A. Hall has served 
as Acting Administrator since his designation by the 
President on January 10, 1974. 

Mr. Warner has served as Secretary of the Navy since 
May 4, 1972. He was Under Secretary of the Navy from 
February 11, 1969, until he became Secretary. From 
1960 to 1969, he was associated with the law firm of 
Hogan & Hartson, becoming a general partner in 1964. 

He was born on February 18, 1927, in Washington, 
D.C. Mr. Warner served in the U.S. Navy from 1944 
to 1946. He received his B.S. degree from Washington 
and Lee University in 1949 and served as an officer in 
the U.S. Marine Corps from 1950 to 1952. Mr. Warner 
received his LL.B. from the Univers” of Virginia Law 
School in 1953. Upon graduation from law school, he 
was appointed law clerk to Chief Judge E. Barrett Pretty- 
man of the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Following a brief period in private practice, he was 
appointed a Special Assistant to the U.S. Attorney for 
the District of Columbia in 1956, and in 1957 he was 
appointed Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of 
Columbia. In 1972, he signed the Incidents at Sea 
Agreement on behalf of the U.S. during the Moscow 
summit meetings. 

NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. For 


the President’s radio address on the American Revolution Bi- 
centennial, see the preceding item. 


The First Lady’s Trip to Latin America 


Remarks of the President and Mrs. Nixon Upon Her 
Departure for Inaugural Ceremonies in Venezuela and 


Brazil. March 11,1974 


THe Present. Mr. Ambassador, Mr. Minister, and 
all of our very good friends who have been so kind to come 
out here to see Mrs. Nixon off on her journey to Caracas 
and then to Brasilia: 
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Let me say, first of all, that as she leaves on this 
journey, that it will be not only in an official capacity— 
she will extend, of course, congratulations and best wishes 
to President Pérez of Venezuela and President Geisel 
of Brazil—but she will do something she has done on all 
of her travels around the world—she has traveled more 
than any First Lady in history—she will bring the best 
wishes of the American people to the people of all the 
countries she visits, and that is, of course, what we want 
them to hear. 

And we think it is particularly appropriate that she is 
taking off here from Florida because Florida is a State 
which knows so well the tremendous contribution that 
has been made to this State and this Nation by those of 
Latin background. 

And going from Florida, first to Venezuela and then 
to Brazil, she will be able to see there those nations that 
are our closest neighbors and our closest friends. And I 
should emphasize that in these times when so much em- 
phasis has been placed upon, as it should be, the new 
relations with the People’s Republic of China and the 
Soviet Union, with our relations with the great countries 
of Europe, that we must always remember that here in 
this Western Hemisphere, our closest friends and neigh- 
bors are the people in Latin America and in the Western 
Hemisphere, and that trip will bring that to the atten- 
tion, we think, of the whole world. 

And so with that, I will now turn the platform podium 
over to Mrs. Nixon. She says she doesn’t like to make 
speeches, but I do know that the reporters who: have 
accompanied her when she traveled alone to Peru and 
also to Africa over the past 2 years have said that she is 
the best ambassador the United States has. I proudly 
present her to you. 

Mrs. Nixon. Thank you. 


I am so pleased that you are here to send me off in this 
manner. I enjoyed the high school band, Killian High 
School band, and all of these Scouts and school children 
who are out, and the oldsters who could get away from 
their jobs today. 


I do want to say that I shall certainly, in just 3 hours 
and 40 minutes, be giving your best wishes and your 
‘affection to the people of Venezuela, my first stop, and 
then later, on the 15th, to the people of Brazil. 


I look forward to seeing you when I can return home 
and bringing you greetings from our good friends. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at Homestead Air Force 
Base, Fla., where Mrs. Nixon was departing to serve as head of 
the U.S. delegation to inaugural ceremonies for President Carlos 
Andrés Pérez of Venezuela and President Ernesto Geisel of Brazil. 

In his, opening remarks, the President referred to Venezuelan 


Ambassador Andrés Aguilar and Brazilian Minister Counselor Celso 
Diniz. 


Administrative Conference of the 
United States 


Announcement of Appointment of Three Members of 
the Council. March 12, 1974 


The President today announced the appointment of 
three persons as members of the Council of the Adminis- 
trative Conference of the United States for terms of 3 
years. They are: 


Lewis A. EncMAN, of Grand Rapids, Mich., Chairman of the 
Federal Trade Commission. Mr. Engman succeeds Dale W. 
Hardin, whose term has expired. 


WALTER GELLHORN, of New York, N.Y., professor, Columbia 
University Law School. Mr. Gellhorn is being reappointed. 


Marion Epwyn Harrison, of Arlington, Va., partner in the law 
firm of Harrison, Lucey, Sagle and Solter, Washington, D.C. 
Mr. Harrison is being reappointed. 

The Council of the Administrative Conference of the 
United States consists of 10 members appointed by the 
President, of whom not more than half shall be officials 
or personnel of Federal regulatory agencies or the execu- 
tive departments. The Council is chaired by Antonin 
Scalia, Chairman of the Administrative Conference of the 
United States. 


The purpose of the Administrative Conference is to 
develop improvements in the legal procedures by which 
Federal agencies, in administering regulatory, benefit, and 
other Government programs, fix the rights and obliga- 
tions of private persons and business interests through 
agency adjudication, rulemaking, and _ investigative 
proceedings. 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 


The President’s Remarks at the VFW Congressional 
Banquet With an Introduction by Ray R. Soden, VFW 
Commander-in—Chief. March 12, 1974 


Mr. Sopen. The office of the President of the United 
States is awesome in its power and influence. The man 
that holds it has an immeasurable impact on the course of 
events in history. The power of this office parallels the 
strength of the United States morally, economically, and 
in every positive way. 

The President of the United States is the only public 
official who is elected by all the American people. 
Wherever he goes, he carries with him the hopes and 
dreams of all Americans, 
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Richard M. Nixon has given the United States a life- 
time of public service. From the moment he left the Navy 
at the end of World War II to this very instant, his life 
has been dedicated to America. He has served in the 
House and Senate. He was Vice President for 8 years and 
is now well into his second term as President of the United 
States. 

He is a life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States. He was elected to his second term 
in 1972 with the largest mandate in history. He brought 
to a successful conclusion America’s combat role in Viet- 
nam, and we all painfully remember the hatred that war 
engendered. 

He inherited and he ended it. Not only did he bring 
the men home, but he won freedom for our prisoners in 
North Vietnam. We all hope and pray that he will be just 
as successful in forcing North Vietnamese to keep their 
word and let us know the fate of our missing men in 
action. 

By skillful and firm negotiation he has given us all hope 
that the hatreds in the Middle East that have poisoned 
international relations for 50 years may at last be resolved. 

While all of us in this room are fully committed to the 
proposition that America’s security must be safeguarded 
at all cost, President Nixon has achieved a new direction 
in our relations with the Soviet Union and Communist 
China. 

To use his phrase, “negotiation, and not confrontation” 
is now the order of the day. A generation of peace is his 
goal, and the whole world has breathed a sigh of relief. 
President Nixon has been one of the VFW’s best friends. 
His position on world affairs generally has mirrored the 
view of this organization. 

He is against amnesty for draft dodgers and deserters. 
As you can see, so are we. He is for world peace above all, 
but not at any price. So are we. 

Last year, in New Orleans, his Secretary of State, Henry 
Kissinger, told us that during the dark days of riotous dis- 
sent in his first Administration, President Nixon was 
heartened by the support this organization gave him. 
Those words gratified us all. 

This organization has no political axes to grind. We 
support the office of the President of the United States 
because it represents us all. Once again, we are honored 
to welcome the President of the United States to our Con- 
gressional Banquet. 

And, Mr. President, at this time I would like to have 
you join me at the podium, sir, for a presentation com- 
memorating our Diamond Jubilee year, and I would like 
to present to you our gold medals commemorating our 
75th anniversary. 

Now, ladies and gentlemen, it gives me a great honor 
to present to you the President of the United States. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you very much. Commander 
Soden, Congressman Mahon, all of the distinguished 


guests here at the two head tables and all of the distin- 
guished guests in the audience: 

I am very grateful to you, Commander, for being spoken 
of so eloquently and so generously and also grateful to 
receive this medallion which commemorates this organi- 
zation’s 75th anniversary, and I think that this is an occa- 
sion to perhaps pay a tribute to the VFW. 

I have done it before, but I would like to do it especially 
because this is not only the Diamond Jubilee year for the 
VFW as an organization, this is the Silver Anniversary 
of this annual dinner for the Members of the Congress, 
the House and the Senate. 

As you have already noted, I am a lifetime member 
of the VFW..I have been a member for 27 years, so I 
know the organization well. And I believe I can safely say 
that I have addressed more dinners, conventions—State 
and national—of the VFW than perhaps any public figure 
in America today, and I am proud to have had that 
opportunity. 

I know this organization in public life as Vice President 
for 8 years and also as President for 5 years. I also have 
known it in private life. But there is one thing I partic- 
ularly want to emphasize in terms of what this organiza- 
tion means to anyone who serves in the highest office of 
this land. 

It is very simply this: The VFW is an organization 
that when the hard decisions are made by a President of 
the United States, you can always count on this organiza- 
tion to stand above partisan interest and for the national 
interest. That is the VFW. 

And in that long and difficult war to which you have 
referred, when at times there were even hundreds of thou- 
sands of people who were marching around and on the 
White House, as I have often recalled, I didn’t have to 
call the Commander of the VFW, the national Com- 
mander to ask for his support, he called me, and that is 
the way the VFW is when this country needs support. 

It seems to me very appropriate, therefore, that the 
award, your annual award to the Member of Congress, 
should go to George Mahon of Texas. I would like to refer 
to him tonight in tandem with the man who was to re- 
ceive it last year, who did receive it, but who could not be 
here for reasons that we are aware, and let us say that we 
are all thankful that John Stennis is back in the job as 
Chairman of the Armed Services Committee. 

I have had the privilege of knowing both of these states- 
men for 27 years. George Mahon has served for 40 years 
at the end of this year in the House of Representatives. 
As you can see, he married a woman much younger than 
himself. [Laughter] 

But one thing that George Mahon and John Stennis 
have in common is this: They are both very loyal mem- 
bers of their party, but I can assure you that when the 
strength of America is involved, when the honor of 
America is involved, when respect for America is involved 
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and a President of the United States, be he Republican 
or Democrat, has to make a decision involving the strength 
or the honor or respect for America, these men always put 
America first and party second. That is the kind of men 
we have in your two honorees. 

And so I therefore am proud to be here as your guest, 
but also proud to be here to join you in honoring them. 
Since you have remarked about the progress that has been 
made toward peace, I would like to say just a word with- 
out impinging upon Congressman Mahon’s time because 
we will want to hear, of course, from him primarily, about 
where we stand and what we have to do if we are going 
to achieve our goal of a generation of peace, and we would 
trust much longer than a generation of peace. 

We have ended America’s longest and most difficult 
war, as you have pointed out. We have assisted in bring- 
ing about a time of peace in the Mideast with the possi- 
bility of building a more permanent peace in that troubled 
area of the world, where incidentally the hatreds go back 
more than 50 years, they go back 1,000 years. 

We also have begun a new relationship with those who 
lead one-fourth of all the people who live on the face of 
this earth. We have also begun a different relationship 
with those who lead the Soviet Union, who have been in 
constant confrontation with the United States since the 
end of World War IT. 

And when we think of these things, sometimes it is very 
tempting to say the United States has carried such great 
burdens in World War I, World War II, then Korea 
almost by ourselves, in Vietnam by ourselves, and in all 
of these four wars fought in this century, we fought them, 
we lost our young men, we paid out great sums of money, 
we received nothing in return insofar as territory or con- 
quest was concerned. 

We helped rebuild not only the lands of our allies but 
those of our enemies until now they are competitors in 
the free world. All this we did, and there are those who 
would suggest now that we have peace in Vietnam, a new 
relationship with the Soviet Union, and a new relationship 
with the PRC, and the beginning of possibly peace in the 
Mideast, why can’t the United States turn only to its 
problems at home—or primarily to them—and away from 
these great world responsibilities that we have carried. 

It is very tempting to suggest that because there are so 
many things we would like to use, money that we could 
cut from our Defense budget here at home. But let me talk 
very directly to that point, to an audience that I know 
needs no persuasion on it but it needs—all of us need to be 
reminded of why. 

We need to be reminded of what peace is in today’s 
world. Sometimes we conclude that once you get peace, 
that is it, and then we just relax, but in the kind of a world 
in which we live, with great powerful nations with totally 
different systems of governments and different interests, 
peace is never something that is achieved once and for all 


and then can be taken for granted. Peace is a continuing 
process, and the key to whether that process will work 
is in the hands of the United States of America. 

I want to say to you, my friends of the VFW, and all 
others listening, that the cause of peace is in good hands, 
good hands because, while we are the most powerful and 
the richest country in the world, we have no designs on any 
other country, no other country fears that we are going to 
use our power to take away their freedom. They know that 
we will only use it to help them defend freedom. No other 
country fears that we will break the peace; we will only 
use it if it was necessary in order to help deter war and 
keep the peace. 

But the key to the United States to be able to play the 
role of peacemaker in the world lies in strength. Military 
strength is part of it, the strength of our will is part of it. 
The respect that we have as a Nation is part of it, respect 
for ourselves and respect of other nations that we gain by 
how we conduct ourselves in the world. 

But in terms of peace in the years ahead, we must re- 
member that—as distinguished before World War I, when 
we could look across the ocean and look at other nations, 
then the British and the French, who were powerful and 
could carry the burden until we came in, and in the World 
War II when we could look to other nations, then again 
the British and the French before they were taken over, 
and let them hold until we came in—today the world has 
changed. And whether we like it or not—and many 
Americans perhaps do not like it—we do not like the 
burden because we would like to get it lifted from us. 
But this is the fact of international life. 

There is no other nation in the free world that has the 
strength, that has the respect to help keep the peace and 
play the great role, an honored role of peacemaker in the 
world, whether it is in the Mideast or any other part of 
the world. 

Let me put it quite directly, when we talk about budg- 
ets, on which Chairman Mahon is one of the premier 
experts, not only in the United States and the world, I am 
not suggesting that they are sacrosanct, but I do know 
this, that in terms of the Defense budget of the United 
States, it is essential that at this particular time when we 
finally have achieved peace, that the United States keep 
the strength that we need to keep the peace. 

It is particularly essential that we not listen to those 
who say that we should unilaterally reduce our forces 
when others who are equally strong do not reduce theirs. 
Only when others mutually agree to reduce theirs do we 
reduce ours. Putting it quite bluntly, let us be sure that 
the United States never in this time becomes the second 
strongest nation in the world. 

And in using that term, it is not said in any sense of 
jingoism, but only because that is the key to peace, the 
strength of America properly used, as it has been used in 
this century, for that great cause. 
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Could I now say a word to these 53 winners? I know 
there was only one tonight, Mr. Russo from California,’ 
but let me say that I consider all 53 to be winners. You 
won in your own States or territories, as the case might 
be. You have come here to Washington and, although you 
may not have been first today, remember, you can lose one 
time and win the next. I know; I’m an expert on that. 


So keep trying, keep working, and we all know that we 
need each and every one of you, each of the young men 
and young women here, We need you in American public 
life, and the fact that you are starting so young, with so 
much idealism at this period, speaks well for the future of 
our country. 

Sometimes you may hear it said that this is rather a poor 
time for someone to be young in America because of all 
the burdens that we have, some of which I have referred 
to, at home and abroad. But don’t you believe it. The fact 
that America does have this burden—the fact that Amer- 
ica does have in this burden the opportunity to help build 
what the world has not had in this century, a generation 
of peace for ourselves and for 3 billion people, this makes 
this a great time to be living in America, to be young. 


Our heritage, the one that we want to pass on to you, 
is a generation of peace. And I can assure each and every 
one of you that in the 3 years that I have in this office 
remaining, that one goal will be mine above every one 
else, and that goal is to help build a peaceful world, one 
which you can inherit and which you then can build on 
and pass on to the next generation. And we can achieve 
that goal, I can assure you. We can achieve it with the 
support of great patriots like Congressman George 
Mahon, Senator John Stennis, and the others gathered 
up here. And we can achieve it with the support of patri- 
otic organizations like the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 


But above all, we shall achieve it because the American 
people, even at a time chat we are almost 200 years old, 
has still not forgotten that when we were very young and 
very weak and very poor, we meant something to the rest 
of the world that could not be measured in terms of 
strength or wealth. America had a meaning far beyond 
itself, and those who founded this country knew it. 

Today we still have that same meaning. And at a time 
that we have become rich and that we have become 
strong, let us be worthy of the spirit of those who founded 
this country. If we are worthy of that spirit, the next 200 
years can be greater than the first 200. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: Commander Soden introduced the President at 8:46 p.m. 


at the Sheraton-Park Hotel. Representative George H. Mahon re- 
ceived the organization’s Congressional Award at the banquet. 


* Steven B. Russo, of Santa Clara, Calif., was first place winner 
in the VFW’s “Voice of Democracy” oratorical contest. 


United States Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Agency’s 13th Annual Report. March 13, 1974 


To the Congress of the United States: 


Technology in the Nuclear Age has become capable of 
virtually global devastation. We are thus called upon as 
never before in the history of American diplomacy—both 
by our traditions and by unprecedented responsibilities— 
to assume a role of leadership in seeking international 
arms restraints. This is a most important element of that 
structure of peace which is the broader goal of our foreign 
policy. 

The coordinating instrument for this effort within our 
Government is the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency, now entering its fourteenth year. It has been the 
policy of my Administration to strengthen this Agency and 
to equip it for the essential role it must play in promoting 
our national security. 

The year 1973 was a time of sustained effort and con- 
tinued progress in arms control, building upon earlier 
achievements and laying the ground for future agreements 
which will be of utmost importance for our security and 
well-being. 

It is with deep satisfaction in our continuing progress 
that I transmit to the Congress this thirteenth annual re- 
port of the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency. 


Ricuarp Nrxon 
The White House, 
March 13, 1974. 
NOTE: The President’s message is included in the report entitled, 


“Arms Control Report, 13th Annual Report to the Congress” 
(processed, 32 pp., plus appendixes). 


Secretary of the Treasury and 
Assistant to the President 


Announcement of the Resignation of George P. Shultz, 
by the Deputy White House Press Secretary. 
March 14, 1974 


The President has asked me to make an announcement 
this morning. 

As all of you know, George Shultz, Secretary of the 
Treasury, has on several occasions indicated his desire 
to return to private life after 51 years of distinguished 
public service. 
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Today it is with a sense of personal regret that the 
President is accepting George Shultz’ resignation as Sec- 
retary of the Treasury and Assistant to the President for 
economic affairs. The resignation will be effective in early 
May. 

The President is pleased, however, that following his 
departure, the Secretary will assume special assignments, 
from time to time, as the President so determines. 

George Shultz has been a pillar of this Administration 
and of this Government since January of 1969, when he 
became Secretary of Labor. 

* * * * * 


On July 2, 1970, George Shultz was appointed Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget, and on June 12, 
1972, he assumed the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

He thus became one of the few men that we are aware 
of in the history of America to serve in three different 
Cabinet positions, and the President feels that in all three 
positions George Shultz served with great distinction. 

The name of a successor and a specific departure date 
for Secretary Shultz will be announced shortly, but at this 
time, the President has asked me to express on his behalf 
and on behalf of the American people our enormous 
respect, affection, and appreciation for Secretary Shultz. 
He has served his Nation well. 

As I said, we don’t have a successor to announce this 
morning, so I won’t be able to help you with your specu- 
lation, and as to the Secretary’s future plans, J think it is 
worth pointing out that he will be attending some major 
monetary meetings in the next 2 months, including a 
meeting of the Inter-American Development Bank 
April 1 to 4 in Santiago, Chile, and a meeting April 27 
to 29 in Malaysia of the Asian Development Bank. 
NOTE: Deputy Press Secretary Gerald L. Warren made the an- 


nouncement at his news conference on Thursday, March 14, 1974. 
It was not issued in the form of a White House press release. 


Federal Communications Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Luther Holcomb To Be a Member of the 
Commission. March 14, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Luther Holcomb, of Garland, Tex., to be a member 
of the Federal Communications Commission for the re- 
mainder of the 7-year term expiring June 30, 1975. He 
will succeed H. Rex Lee, who resigned effective Decem- 
ber 28, 1973. 

Mr. Holcomb has served as a member and Vice Chair- 
man of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commis- 
sion since May 10, 1965. He was reappointed as a member 
and redesignated Vice Chairman on July 1, 1969, and 
is currently serving a 5-year term expiring July 1, 1974. 


Prior to his appointment to the EEOC, he served in 
Dallas, Tex., as an ordained Baptist minister and later as 
executive director of the Greater Dallas Council of 
Churches. 

He was born on December 19, 1919, in Yazoo City, 
Miss. Mr. Holcomb attended the University of Oklahoma 
at Norman, and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
in Louisville, Ky. 

While in Dallas, he was a recipient of the Religious 
Heritage Award for “unselfish and distinguished com- 
munity service.” Mr. Holcomb was responsible for re- 
locating and reorganizing the Dallas Child Guidance 
Clinic and was appointed as a commissioner on the Dallas 
Housing Authority by five different mayors. He was a 
founding member of the board of directors that brought 
into existence the junior college system in Dallas County, 
and he taught at Southern Methodist University. He was 
a founding member and is past president of the Dallas 
Council on World Affairs. 

Mr. Holcomb is married to the former Elaine Parks. 
They have two children (Jan Flowers and Henry Hol- 
comb) and reside in Washington, D.C. 


Department of the Treasury 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 

David Robert Macdonald To Be Assistant Secretary 
for Enforcement, Tariff and Trade Affairs, and 
Operations. March 14, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate David Robert Macdonald, of Winnetka, IIl., to be 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Enforcement, 
Tariff and Trade Affairs, and Operations. He wil] suc- 
ceed Edward L. Morgan, who resigned effective Jan- 
uary 31, 1974. 

Mr. Macdonald is a partner in the Chicago, IIl., law 
firm of Baker & McKenzie. He is a member of the Ameri- 
can, Illinois, and Chicago Bar Associations, the Committee 
of Visitors of the University of Michigan, and the Eco- 
nomic Club of Chicago. 

He was born on November 1, 1930, in Chicago, IIl. 
Mr. Macdonald received his B.S. degree in 1952 from 
Cornell University and his J.D. degree in 1955 from the 
University of Michigan Law School, where he was as- 
sistant editor of the Michigan Law Review. He served 
in the U.S. Army from 1955 to 1957. 

Mr. Macdonald is a member of the board of directors 
of Chicago City Bank and Trust Co., Seaboard Life 
Insurance Company of America, Scheer Financial Corp., 
SFC Funding Co., and the Library of International 
Relations. 

He is married to the former Verna Joy Odell. They have 
four daughters and one son and reside in Winnetka, II. 
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St. Patrick’s Day, 1974 


Message of the President. March 14, 1974 


Of all the ethnic and cultural strands that make up 
the rich fabric of American culture, none is more dis- 
tinctive and at the same time more harmonious than the 
rich emerald green of Ireland. 

Irish wit and warmth, grace and charm, have enriched 
our literature, our music, and of course, our politics, and 
by so doing have added immeasurably to the texture of 
American life. 

On this St. Patrick’s Day, Patricia Ryan Nixon and I 
join with all Americans in celebrating that sparkling joy- 
fulness and love of life that represent one of the very 
finest features of the American national character, a fea- 
ture that in large part has been bequeathed to us by the 
sons and daughters of the Emerald Isle. 

RicHarp Nixon 


NOTE: The message was made available by the White House Press 
Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House press release. 


The Executives’ Club of Chicago 


The President’s Remarks in a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Luncheon Meeting of the Club. 
March 15, 1974 


THE PRESIDENT. Thank you very much. President 
Clark, Mayor Daley, all of the distinguished guests on the 
platform, and all of the distinguished members and guests 
of The Executives’ Club of Chicago: 

I appreciated the introduction. However, as I told 
President Clark, I not only spoke when I was in office as 
Senator and also as Vice President, but this Club was 
good enough to invite me when I was out of office, and 
that I appreciated very much. 

Also, I was told this was the first time that a President 
of the United States has ever addressed this Club while 
in office. I appreciate that honor, and in reciprocation, let 
me say that after I have completed my term of office, 
which I expect to do 3 years from now, I will be back. 

Now, because I have appeared before this organization 
on three different occasions, I have heard from your 
members what you like in the way of speeches and ques- 
tions and answers, and usually you have said that the 
speeches are too long and the time for questions is too 
short. 

So, consequently, following that very good advice, and 
speaking from that experience, I shall not make an open- 
ing statement today. I figure that most of the questions 
will be long enough. [Laughter] 


So, under the circumstances, I shall turn immediately 
to your questions, and you shall have the entire period of 
approximately 50 minutes for questions. 

I understand that they have asked me to turn left. It 
is very hard for me to do so, but I will for the first question. 
[Laughter] 


YOUNG PEOPLE IN POLITICS 


Q. Mr. President, would you encourage young people to 
get into politics and, if so, how? 

THE PresweNT. I know there is a tendency these days 
for some young people, because of the situation that poli- 
tics appears to be a profession—and I use the word 
profession very advisedly and very directly—a profession 
where there are those shares of mistakes which become 
highly publicized and where the political man or woman 
is subject sometimes to unfair criticism and in any event, 
to a standard of conduct that is even higher than that of 
most people, there is a tendency for young people to 
throw up their hands and say, “Let somebody else do it, 
we are going to do something which suits us more,” or 
you know, the common saying is, “We want to do our 
own thing.” 

I would urge young people to get into politics in 
America for several reasons. First, if they don’t like the 
way the political system works, the way to do something 
about it is not to stay out and whine about it, but to get 
in it and change it. 


Second, because this is a great time to be in politics 
in America. I realize there are those who would question 
that, question it because of the problems we confront at 
home and those that we confront abroad. 


But today, what America does in meeting its own prob- 
lems at home and what America does or fails to do in 
providing leadership, which having now won a peace, 
will keep the peace for a generation and longer abroad, 
what America does is absolutely indispensable. 

This is a great challenge, and if I were a young person 
and had the opportunity to get into politics, I would 
want to be in there working in politics rather than on 
the outside. 

Now, that doesn’t mean everybody should get in and 
run for office. There isn’t room for everybody to run for 
office. But it does mean that every young person should 
participate, either by actively being in politics, or by sup- 
porting the candidate of the party of his choice. And 
while he will have his disappointments—he will win some; 
he will lose some; I am an expert on both—I can assure 
you that getting in and participating can be a mountain- 
top experience and particularly in America at this time 
when what we do in America will determine the future 
for 200 million Americans, but the future for 3 billion 
people on this earth. 
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COOPERATION WITH SPECIAL PROSECUTOR AND HOUSE 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 


Q. Mr. President, you said on many occasions that you 
are willing to cooperate with the Special Prosecutor and 
Congress in this Watergate situation, but going beyond a 
certain point might tend to weaken the future constitu- 
tional relationship between the Presidency and Congress. 
Now I agree, but I think there is a great deal of confusion 
among the public and maybe not enough of a point made. 
And I wonder if you would care to make a few additional 
comments on that point. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, first with regard to cooperation, 
as you probably are aware, we have cooperated with the 
Rodino committee, the Judiciary Committee of the 
House of Representatives, by my directing that all of the 
materials that were furnished to the Special Prosecutor 
have been turned over to the Judiciary Committee. ‘That 
includes 19 tapes of confidential Presidential conversa- 
tions, an unprecedented turnover of confidential mate- 
rials, over 700 documents, and in addition to that at the 
request of the committee we have turned over from five 
different executive departments and two agencies several 
caseloads of documents covering items with everything 
from Cost of Living Council decisions with regard to the 
price of hamburger to oil and import quotas. 

The question now, of course, arises, why not more? 
Because the committee, or at least the staff members of 
the committee and the Chairman of the committee have 
indicated that they would like 42 more tapes, they would 
like more documents, and, in addition to that, that they 
would like an index of every document in the White 
House over the past 5 years so that their staff can deter- 
mine what other documents or other information they 
need in order to find out whether there is an impeachable 
offense? 

Now first, being reasonable it seems to me would be that 
the committee should first examine what it has, because 
Mr. Jaworski, the Special Prosecutor, said that he had 
what he considered to be the full story of Watergate, and 
we want the full story out. 

It has been before the Special Prosecutor, and it is 
now before the committee. 

Second, with regard to additional requests, there are 
those who I think very logically would raise the question: 
Well, why not just give the members of the Judiciary 
Committee the right to come in and have all of the tapes 
of every Presidential conversation, a fishing license or 
complete right to go in and go through all of the Presi- 
dential files in order to find out whether or not there is a 
possibility that some action had been taken which might 
be and might result in an impeachable offense. 

The reason why we cannot go that far, the reason why 
we have gone probably as far as we have and even in 
going that far have weakened the office of the Presidency 
is very simply this: It isn’t a question that the President 


has something to hide; it is the fact that every President, 
Democrat and Republican from the founding of this Re- 
public, has recognized the necessity of protecting the con- 
fidentiality of Presidential conversations with his associ- 
ates, with those who come to see him, be they Congressmen 
or Senators or people from various parts of the country 
to give advice. And if that confidentiality principle is 
completely destroyed, future Presidents will not have the 
benefit of the kind of advice that an executive needs to 
make the right decision. He will be surrounded by a 
group of eunuchs insofar as their advice is concerned, 
always fearful that sometime in the future if they happen 
to have given an opinion which turned out to be wrong 
that then they would be held responsible for it—wrong, 
I am not referring to being illegal, but wrong in terms 
of whether or not it worked. 

In order to make the right decision you have to have 
opinions expressed very freely, discussed very freely from 
a completely wide range, and it is that confidentiality 
that Presidents have fought for, that Jefferson fought for, 
and other Presidents through the years. 

As far as I am concerned, I have cooperated with the 
Special Prosecutor; I will cooperate with the Rodino com- 
mittee not only by this turnover of documents that I have 
just referred to but also with regard to agreeing to answer 
any written interrogatories that they have under oath, 
agreeing to answer any questions that the Chairman and 
ranking member might have after they have looked over 
everything that we have turned over. But when you come 
to the point of simply saying to a committee of Congress 
without regard to relevancy, before they determine what 
they say is an impeachable offense, “Just come in and paw 
through the documents,” it would lead to two things. One, 
it would delay the resolution of this matter for months, 
and for that matter perhaps years, in my opinion, before 
they would get through it all. And as I said in my State 
of the Union Address, I think one year of Watergate is 
enough. 

But even more important than the delay is that if you 
erode the principle of confidentiality to the point that any 
adviser to a President or anybody who talks to a President 
does (has) no assurances whatever that what he says will 
be kept in confidence, he isn’t going to get the kind of ad- 
vice, the kind of criticism—and we get a lot of that when 
people come into the office as well—that he needs to make 
the right decision. And as far as I am concerned, I will co- 
operate as fully as I possibly can to get a prompt and just 
resolution of this matter. 

And second, however, I will do nothing to weaken the 
office of the Presidency, because we need a strong Presi- 
dent at this time rather than a weak one. 


VOTE OF CONFIDENCE PROVISION 


Q. Mr. President, do you see any possible future merit 
in the United States adopting some form of vote of con- 
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fidence provision within its Presidential selection laws? 

Tue PresweNnt. A vote of confidence—I couldn’t 
quite hear the question. 

Q. A provision for a popular vote of confidence within 
its laws, that perhaps 

THe Present. You mean a national vote of 
confidence? 

Q. between elections a vote of confidence might 
be held at some future time, for the future? 

THE PresweENT. There are those who have suggested 
that. As a matter of fact, you remember when President 
Truman was rather low in the polls, and I think the year 
was around 1947 or 1948, Senator Fulbright, a member 
of his party, suggested that he should resign and set up 
some sort of a coalition. 

Senator Fulbright, of course, having been educated in 
England, was thinking of the British system and thought 
we ought to have it here. I think the Founding Fathers 
made a very good decision when they rejected that and 
when they indicated that a President was elected for 4 
years and that he would be removed from office only as 
defined by the Constitution when found guilty by the 
Senate of the United States of high crimes, including, to 
be quite specific, the crime of treason, bribery or other 
high crimes and misdemeanors. 

Now, the reason they rejected that was that they felt 
that there was a need for stability in the Chief Executive. 
They did not want the instability that would happen inso- 
far as the so-called vote of confidence always hanging over 
the President. 

Now I come to the other point. The reason why I think 
the Founding Fathers are right, or were right at that point, 
is that if a President is always watching the polls to see 
what he should or should not do, he will be a weak Presi- 
dent and not a strong President. 

Some of the best decisions ever made by Presidents 
were made when they were not too popular, and I can 
only say that as far as I am concerned, I believe that the 
American system is a good one. 

In this time, particularly, it is essential that when our 
Presidents are elected by the people, they are in for 4 years. 
At the end of 4 years, the people then have the right to 
turn them out, and, of course, we always have the safe- 
guard of the Congress. 

The Congress can turn down proposals that a President 
may offer that they may disagree with, but I do not think 
a vote of confidence coming up with the people or the 
Congress, for that matter, being able to throw a President 
out because he happens to be unpopular would be in the 
national interest, apart from the President’s interest. 

[Recognizing the next questioner] This is the first time 
a woman has ever asked a question, at least when I have 
been to the Executives’ Club. [Laughter] 


ENERGY SELF-SUFFICIENCY 


Q. I am the first lady, so to speak. 

Since it is now the objective of the United States to 
achieve self-sufficiency in the field of energy, do you fore- 
see Federal encroachment into private business; and sec- 
ondly, in attaining this goal, how much Federal money 
will be put into the economy annually? 

THE Present. Well, as far as the Federal role in 
energy is concerned, I think that I can say safely that it 
is minimal insofar as meeting the problem. Now, when I 
say minimal, $15 billion over the next 3 or 4 years to Bob 
Mayo or Dave Kennedy isn’t going to sound like minimal, 
and that is what we plan to spend. 

But in the next 5 years, while the Federal Government 
will be spending probably $15 billion in order to help 
achieve the goal of self-sufficiency in energy, private in- 
dustry, it is estimated, will spend at least $200 billion. And 
over the next 10 years, it is estimated that private industry 
will spend at least $500 billion in order for the United 
States to become self-sufficient in energy. 

Let me, in a word, point out how important that is 
to those who don’t think simply of the short-term diffi- 
culties we have in our economy, but look down the long 
road as to the future of America. 

That future is good. It is going to be strong. Many 
people have often spoken of how much the Manhattan 
project did to boost the economy of America, and it did 
help. Others have spoken of how much the space program 
did to boost the economy of America, and it did help. But 
they were both solely Government enterprises. 

The way America moves forward is not so much, as a 
matter of fact, it is not primarily due and has never been, 
primarily due to what Government does. The way to get 
this country moving is to energize private industry, and 
that is why $500 billion from private industry is the way 
for America to become self-sufficient. 


OIL COMPANIES AND THE ENERGY SHORTAGE 


Q. Mr. President, yesterday Mr. Meany somewhat for- 
mally charged that the oil shortage was a contrived short- 
age, or at least I think he said half-contrived. Up to that 
time, most communicators and most forms of communica- 
tion have discussed the possibility and the man on the 
street very freely said that the oil companies created it. 
Does this Administration believe that the oil companies 
exploited a situation and pushed the prices to unbelievable 
highs and really took advantage of the American people? 

THE PRESwENT. Well, first speaking of the unbeliev- 
ably high prices, I was talking to somebody who had just 
taken an automobile trip from Paris down through Austria 
and then into Rome. He averaged $1.35 for gasoline. We 
are not going to go that high, I can assure you. 
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The second point, with regard to a so-called contrived 
energy crisis, manipulated by the big oil companies, let 
me just make one point very clear: Politically, it would be 
very easy to stand here and blame it all on the oil com- 
panies, and they are certainly looking after their interests, 
but I would also say that as far as this Administration is 
concerned, this is not a contrived matter. 

The energy problem has been one that has led to our 
economic difficulties. It is one of the primary reasons 
we have an inflationary spiral at the present time. It is 
one of the primary reasons for the difficulties in auto- 
mobile sales and for adding the difficulties that we have 
in housing which, of course, began previously because of 
higher interest rates and other reasons. 

What I would say, in answer not to Mr. Meany, but 
to many other people who probably don’t have the facts, 
or want to believe or do believe that you can blame the 
oil companies for something that has gone wrong, but 
what I do want to say is this: There is an energy shortage 
in America. That energy shortage has been dealt with 
very effectively by this Administration. 

When it first reached a crisis point because of the Mid- 
east oil embargo, there were projections made—you prob- 
ably saw some in your local newspapers, as well as heard 
them on television and radio—that we would have 8 to 
10 percent unemployment. We haven’t reached that. It is 
5.2 percent at this point. 

We, of course, hope to continue to fight that battle 
effectively. 

The second point is, as far as the energy crisis is con- 
cerned, which we are moving through—and we have, I be- 
lieve, broken the back of it, although it will still be a 
continual, nagging problem until we become self-suffi- 
cient—but the second point with regard to it is very simply 
this: That the whole world has become more prosperous, 
the whole world demands more energy, and even if there 
had not been an oil embargo from the Mideast, we would 
have an energy problem. 

I said that over a year and a half ago, and have kept 
repeating it to the Congress. The thing to do, rather than 
to blame the big oil companies and say they could do some- 
thing about it—they could if they had the oil—the thing 
to do is to develop the resources of this country so we 
don’t depend on any foreign country for our energy. 

The second thing to do, incidentally, and I would urge 
Mr. Meany and all other people who want to do something 
about it, is to urge the Congress to act on 17 different 
measures which I have submitted to them, which will 
help to make the United States self-sufficient. 

How are you going to do it? The way to do it is to 
increase supplies. We should deregulate natural gas, which 
is the cleanest fuel, for example, that we have. We should 
move on the environmental field to relax some of those 
inhibitions so that we can develop our coal resources and 
use our coal. 


We should do that because the United States is blessed 
with having approximately half the coal in the world, 
and we are foolish not to develop it, and we can eventually 
develop a clean fuel out of coal. 

And third, we should move to develop those energy 
sources. I refer to shale oil; I refer to the Elk Hills and 
others which exist in the United States in great abundance. 
In the long term, of course, we must move forward with 
the development of nuclear power. 

It is disgraceful that the United States, that broke the 
secret for the atom and was first in that field, has been 
so far behind in developing nuclear power for peaceful 
uses, because it is clean fuel and it is safe fuel, and we 
should move forward in that area as well. 

There are others that I could mention, but I can only 
say in conclusion this: We would rather not have had 
the energy crisis. I would like to be in Mr. Meany’s posi- 
tion and be able to blame the oil companies. What poli- 
tician wouldn’t like to put it off on somebody else? 

But I have to tell the truth. The truth is there is an 
energy shortage. The way to deal with that shortage is 
not to demagogue about it but to do something about it. 
And it is time for the Congress to get off its something and 
do something about it right now. 


THE OIL EMBARGO AND GASOLINE SUPPLIES 


Q. Mr. President, I am a Republican State senator 
from Illinois, and I want to tell you before asking my 
question, sir, that in my district you are thought of be- 
lovedly by thousands of people, and I think you need 
to hear that. 

THE PresiwENT. Perhaps you should tell your United 
States Senator that. | Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, I don’t think I will reply to that. 
[Laughter] However, I would like to ask my question now. 

In my Senate district in Will County, there are portions 
of it that have had a tremendous difficulty in obtaining 
fuel, gasoline, and I am wondering, Mr. President, now 
that the Arab embargo seems as though it is about ready 
to be lifted, whether by summer the people not only in my 
district but throughout the State of Illinois can look to 
having gasoline readily available? 

THE Present. Well, first, with regard to the em- 
bargo, I think it is well for us to put that in perspective. 
We have had no official report from the meeting of Arab 
oil ministers with regard to what action is going to be 
taken with regard to lifting the embargo. 

There are, of course, sources that have indicated that 
some action will be taken perhaps this weekend. 

Second, there are also indications that that action might 
be conditional, that they may raise the embargo but on 
the condition that they might reimpose it unless the United 
States came through in terms of working out a settlement 
of the political problems, the very difficult ones, that exist 
in the Mideast, the disengagement on the Syrian front, 
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the problem with Jerusalem, and all the others to which 
we are dedicated to working for a solution and where we 
are working for it. 

I want one thing very clearly understood, and then I 
will come to the key point about your district and its gaso- 
line shortage. I want it understood that we want the em- 
bargo lifted. I also want it understood that as far as the 
United States is concerned we want permanent peace in 
the Mideast. We will work toward that end whether the 
embargo is lifted or not. 

And we have made progress in that field, and as far as 
those who, incidentally, support the State of Israel, as I 
do, it is in Israel’s interest to have the United States a 
friend of Israel’s neighbors rather than an enemy of Is- 
rael’s neighbors. And for that reason we believe that per- 
manent peace in the Middle East and working toward 
the disengagement and resolving this long crisis is in the 
interest of world peace, because it also avoids that flash 
point of world conflict that might come where the two 
major powers, the United States and the Soviet Union, 
happen to be involved. 

But the United States as far as the embargo is concerned 
is not going to be pressured by our friends in the Mideast 
or others who might be our opponents to doing something 
before we are able to do it. And I would only suggest that 
insofar as any action on the embargo is taken, that if it 
has any implications of pressure on the United States it 
would have a counter effect on our efforts to go forward 
on the peace front, the negotiation front, because it would 
simply slow down in my opinion our very real and earnest 
efforts to get the disengagement on the Syrian front and 
also to move toward a permanent settlement. 

Looking toward the future, I would say first, we will be 
getting some more oil from the Mideast, we will be getting 
it probably because some action may be taken on the 
embargo. It eventually will come because it is in their 
interest to do so. But further, even if no action is taken 
or if the action is conditional, it is our belief that at this 
time, having passed through the winter—and we were 
blessed by favorable weather in the winter except for the 
last 2 or 3 days during the month of March here in 
Chicago and other places which were a little cold—but 
in any event having passed through this period we be- 
lieve that the gasoline lines which have been very long 
have now shortened down. We have been able to make 
more allocations, move them from the distillates which 
were essential to keep our economy going so that we would 
not have increased unemployment, move those alloca- 
tions to more gasoline. 

As I told Mayor Daley driving in, in the car, Mr. 
Simon is watching the situation in Chicago very closely. 
In the Chicago area as well as other areas of the country, 
if shortages occur, we believe we will be able to handle 
them so that there will not be an undue problem for your 
constituents. 


THE 1976 PLATFORM 


And incidentally, let me be sure that no one misunder- 
stood my remarks about Senator Percy—|[laughter]|—he 
obviously has the right that anybody has to be a candidate 
for the nomination for President of the United States. He 
has great ability as I have often pointed out. I would only 
suggest that as far as what I can do about it, that in 1976 
what I am concerned about is that whoever is the candi- 
date on the Republican ticket, that I want him to be able 
to run on a good platform. 

In 1968 when I ran, we had a war where 300 Ameri- 
cans were being killed every week. There were prisoners 
of war who hadn’t come back for over 5 to 6 years. We 
had riots in our cities and burnings. We had disturbances 
on our campuses, the rate of crime was going up, and 
we were moving into a highly inflationary period. We 
hadn’t had prosperity without war for over 10 years. 

In 1976, it is my belief that if we hold to our course 
on the economy and if we continue to move forward on 
the world front, that this is what Senator Percy or who- 
ever gets the nomination will be able to run on: One, 
a world at peace with the United States, at peace with 
every nation in the world, and with the United States 
having played the role to move toward negotiation with 
the Soviet Union rather than confrontation, which would 
avoid what neither the Soviet Union or the United States 
wants—nuclear self-destruction. 

That the United States had been responsible for start- 
ing communication with the leaders of one-fourth of the 
people in the world who live in the People’s Republic of 
China, not a great military power at the present time, but 
an enormously potential power in the future, and if we 
don’t move now, moving later could be disastrous and 
impossible. 

And third, I want this candidate, whoever he is, to be 
able to run on a platform where we have prosperity in 
this country, without war and with inflation cut down, 
with the rise in crime turned around as it has been over 
these past 5 years—it is finally beginning to come down— 
with the rise in use of drug addiction coming down, as it 
has been in the past year after going up for the past 12 
years before that, and with a program in the field of wel- 
fare in which we finally make it more profitable to go to 
work than to go on welfare in this country, and a program 
in the field of health, where every American will have 
the opportunity to get the best health care that is avail- 
able in the world, but where we do it through the private 
medical profession rather than setting up a huge Govern- 
ment program which would have the doctors working for 
the Government rather than for the patients. 

Now if we can accomplish some of those goals as well 
as some of the others I have laid out in the State of the 
Union, whoever the candidate is in °76—and I wish him 
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well whoever it is—we will have a good chance to win. 
If we don’t work out those problems, it isn’t going to make 
any difference who gets the nomination. The candidate 
from Mayor Daley’s party will win. [Laughter] 


WATERGATE AND THE QUESTION OF RESIGNATION 


Q. Mr. President, forgetting all other considerations of 
whether the Watergate situation was or is as publicized or 
not because it is still in the process of being litigated, do 
you not think that the entire incident has begun to affect 
the quality of life in this country, particularly in the great 
deal of uncertainties that people have about it, and also 
begun to influence the concepts of ethics, particularly of 
our young people, and for those reasons alone would it 
not be better that you resign at this time and allow your- 
self the public forum as a private citizen to answer all 
accusations on all parts? 

THE PresIvENT. Now ladies and gentlemen, that is a 
perfectly proper question, and it has been raised not only 
by the gentleman who has asked it but by several re- 
spected publications in this area as well as in other parts 
of the country, and some Members of the Congress as 
well. 

Let me respond to it first by saying that of course Water- 
gate has had a disturbing effect not only on young people 
but on other people. It was a wrong and very stupid 
action to begin with. I have said that and I believe it now. 

Second, as far as Watergate is concerned, it has been 
carried on, it has been I believe overpublicized, and a lot 
of charges have been made that frankly have proved to 
be false. 

I am sure that many people in this audience have read, 
at one time or other, either in your news magazines, pos- 
sibly in a newspaper, certainly heard on television and 
radio such charges as this: That the President helped to 
plan the Watergate thing before and had knowledge of it; 
that the President was informed of the cover-up on Sep- 
tember 15th of 1973; that the President was informed 
that payments were being made on March 13 and that a 
blackmail attempt was being made on the White House 
on March 13 rather than on March 21 when I said was 
the first time those matters were brought to my attention; 
that the President had authorized the issuance of clemency 
or a promise of clemency to some of the defendants and 
that the President had ordered the burglarizing—again, a 
very stupid act apart from the fact of its being wrong and 
illegal—of Dr. Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s office in California. 

Now, all of those charges have been made. Many of 
the Americans, perhaps a majority, believe them. They 
are all totally false, and the investigations will prove it, 
whatever the Congress does, the tapes, et cetera, when 
they all come out, will establish that they are false. 

The President learned for the first time on March 21st 
of 1973 that a blackmail attempt was being made on the 
White House, not on March 13. The President learned 


for the first time at that time that payments had been 
made to the defendants, and let me point out that pay- 
ments had been made but—correcting what may have 
been a misapprehension when I spoke to the press on 
March 6 in Washington—it was alleged that the pay- 
ments that had been made to defendants were made for 
the purpose of keeping them still 

However, Mr. Ehrlichman, Mr. Haldeman, Mr. 
Mitchell have all denied that that was the case, and they 
certainly should be allowed the right in court to establish 
their innocence or guilt without our concluding that that 
was the case. 

But be that as it may, Watergate has hung over the 
country, and it continues to hang over the country. It will 
continue to as the Judiciary Committee continues its in- 
vestigation not only of voluminous documents that we 
have already presented to the Special Prosecutor, not only 
of all the material they have from the Ervin committee 
that has conducted months of hearings—and they have 
access to that—but in addition, scores of tapes and thou- 
sands of documents more, which would mean that not 
just one year but two years or three years we are going to 
have this hanging over the country. 

That is why I want a prompt and just conclusion and 
will cooperate, as I indicated in answer to the first ques- 
tion, with the committee consistent with my responsibility 
to defend the office of the Presidency to get that prompt 
and just conclusion. 

Now, under these circumstances, because the impres- 
sion has been created, as you have very well indicated, 
doubts, mistrust of the President—I recognize that—why 
doesn’t the President resign? Because if the President re- 
signed when he was not guilty of charges, then every 
President in the future could be forced out of office by 
simply leveling some charges and getting the media to 
carry them and getting a few Congressmen and Senators 
who were on the other side to exploit them. 

Why doesn’t the President resign because his popularity 
is low? I already have referred to that question. Because 
if the time comes in this country when a President makes 
decisions based on where he stands in the polls rather 
than what is right or what is wrong, we will have a very 
weak President. 

The Nation and the world need a strong President. 
Now, personally, I will say finally, from a personal stand- 
point, resignation is an easy copout. Resignation, of course, 
might satisfy some of my good friendly partisans who 
would rather not have the problem of Watergate bother- 
ing them. But on the other hand, apart from the personal 
standpoint, resignation of this President on charges of 
which he is not guilty, resignation simply because he hap- 
pened to be low in the polls, would forever change our 
form of government. It will lead to weak and instable 
Presidencies in the future and I will not be a party to the 
destruction of the Presidency of the United States. 

Yes, sir. 
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DETENTE 


Q. Mr. President, you have often stated and you have 
so this afternoon, that one of the objectives of your Ad- 
ministration is to achieve world peace through pursuance 
of a policy of détente. 

Some of us are concerned that in our pursuit of détente, 
America’s domestic and foreign positions are being eroded. 
It seems apparent to some of us that our definition of that 
term and the definition of the term as given by the Rus- 
sians seems to diverge, particularly when we seem to be 
making all the compromises and they seem to be partici- 
pating in a policy of arousing animosity and inciting 
nations. Could you comment on this? 

THE PRESIDENT. With regard to the policy of détente, 
let us first understand that whether it is with the Soviet 
Union or the People’s Republic of China, neither side— 
and I have met the top leaders of both—has any illusions 
about our vast differences as far as philosophy is 
concerned. 

Second, the fact that we have negotiation rather than 
confrontation does not in any way imply that we approve 
of their internal policies or for that matter that they 
approve of ours. 

Third, when we say that the policy of détente has been 
two for them, in effect, and one for us—I think that is 
shorthanding what you said, but I think properly so—I 
think what we must understand first is what the policy of 
détente has accomplished. 

The war in Vietnam has been brought to a conclusion. 
It was not easy for the Soviet Union and other powers 
concerned not to move in there in order to avoid that war 
being brought to a conclusion, which was honorable for 
our side, not only honorable but which kept for the people 
of South Vietnam, 17 million, kept them from having a 
Communist government imposed upon them against their 
will. 

Second, the Mideast. The United States and the Soviet 
Union had great differences in the Mideast. It is far 
better that when those differences reached a climax in 
October that I was in direct communication with Mr. 
Brezhnev and that we did not allow those differences to 
bring us into what could have been a military confronta- 
tion disastrous for the whole world. 

Third, on the limitation of nuclear arms, we have had 
SALT I and SALT II, and we will have SALT III in our 
meetings with the Soviet leaders this year. That is far 
better than to have a runaway nuclear arms race. That 
is in their interest, yes, but it is certainly in our interest. 

And finally, the alternative to détente, there are those 
who say because of the way the Russians treat their minori- 
ties we should break off our relations with them, we 
should not trade with them, we should deny them credits, 
and then maybe they will change. Well, first, they aren’t 


going to change if we do that. It will have exactly the op- 
posite effect. 

But the second point is if we go back to the old policy 
of confrontation, not negotiating to limit nuclear arms and 
other arms possibly in the future, not negotiate with the 
hope of resolving differences at the conference table 
rather than on the battlefield, then what you have to do 
is to face the necessity for the United States to enter an 
arms race, and instead of an $8 billion increase in the 
arms budget, you would have $100 billion increase in the 
arms budget, and eventually you would confront what 
would be a massive crisis between the Soviet Union and 
the United States in the Mideast, in Europe, and possibly 
even in the Mediterranean as well as in the Caribbean 
area where our interests are in conflict. 

I would simply conclude my answer with this: Nobody, 
I know, will question my credentials with regard to the 
Soviet system and my disagreements with it. I would also 
say, however, that I have learned that it is much better 
to have your voice heard within the Kremlin than outside. 

One of the problems that has concerned me, sir, has 
been the fact that many complaints very properly have 
been made with regard to the treatment of minorities in 
the Soviet Union and particularly those of the Jewish 
faith. 

Let me tell you the figures. Before we started talking to 
the Soviets in our period of negotiation, 400 Soviet Jews 
a year got out. In the first year of our talks, 17,000 got out. 
Last year 35,000 got out. 

Now, they still aren’t doing what we would do or what 
we would want them to do, but it is far better to have the 
voice of the President of the United States heard from 
within the Kremlin than the outside, because those walls 
are mighty thick, I can tell you. 

So, therefore, let us continue to talk to them so we 
won't have to fight them. 


DEFINITION OF “IMPEACHABLE OFFENSE” 


Q. Mr. President, there is a debate over the definition 
of an “impeachable offense.” Should this question be 
determined by Congress or the judiciary? 

THe Present. I think it is determined by the Consti- 
tution. And I think the Constitution very clearly, as Mr. 
St. Clair, our very able counsel, pointed out in his brief 
to the Judiciary Committee, the Constitution in this case 
defines an impeachable offense, as I indicated earlier, as 
being treason, bribery, or other high crimes and 
misdemeanors. 

Now, this President is not guilty of any of those crimes, 
and as far as the Congress is concerned, it would seem to 
me that—particularly members of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, all schooled in the law—would want to follow the 
Constitution rather than to broaden that definition to 
include something that the Constitution-framers did not 
have in mind. 
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INFLATION 


Q. Mr. President, I am very tired of Watergate, too, 
and I am far more concerned with one of the worst prob- 
lems facing us today, inflation. While we have a much 
lower rate of inflation in this country than the rest of the 
world, what can the Government or the average American 
person do to alleviate it? 

Tue Present. The problem of inflation is, as you 
say, one that plagues us but plagues the rest of the world 
even more. The British now have escalated enormously 
because of the coal strike settlement. The Japanese are in 
a very high inflationary period, much higher than ours. 
The Germans had had such a high one that they now 
have begun moving on an anti-inflationary policy. 

We can take very little comfort, I think, in the fact that 
inflation is lower here than in most industrial countries of 
the world. That doesn’t help, for example, the housewife 
or the man when sometimes he goes to the supermarket, 
too, when he goes there and finds the prices going up 
and up and up. 

These are the things that I would suggest, however, in 
terms of dealing with that problem: Approximately 60 
percent of the rise in prices which occurred over the past 
6 months was either energy-related or related to food. 
Now, the inflationary tide has still not subsided. It will 
probably continue through the balance of the second 
quarter. In the latter part of the year we believe it will go 
down. It will go down provided we are responsible in our 
Government spending programs and that the Congress 
does not go on a wild spending spree. 

It will go down, second, because the energy crisis, hav- 
ing been reduced to a problem, will have less pressure up- 
ward in that particular area. It will go down, too, because 
the prospects insofar as food production appear to be very 
good at the present time, although this is one that is 
extremely difficult to project. 

I would like to tell you that the number will be 4 per- 
cent, 5 percent, 3 percent, 8 percent, by the end of the 
year. I do not know. My economic advisers don’t even 
know, and they used to know everything. [Laughter] 

All that I can say is this: We are in this fight with 
regard to inflation to win it, and we believe that with 
proper fiscal policies, and with increasing production in 
the energy field, increasing production in the food front, 
that that is the way to bring down the prices and to take 
the pressure off of the prices. 


PRESIDENTIAL TESTIMONY 


Q. Mr. President, intense two-way loyalty has been a 
hallmark of your public life and your Administration. If 
it can be shown to you conclusively that your in-person 
testimony on behalf of your former colleagues is vital to 
their defense, would you not consider stepping forward 
and taking the witness stand? 


THE PRESIDENT. I believe that for the President of the 
United States to appear in a court of law, any court of 
law, for the purpose of testifying, would be setting a 
precedent that would be most unfortunate. I believe that 
any information that I have has been made available, 
which could affect the guilt or innocence of the individuals 
involved, and I think the appearance of the President of 
the United States in any one of these cases would be a 
precedent which we would regret later. 


TAX INVESTIGATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, through the courtesy of the media, 
we have been made aware of your income, your tax deduc- 
tions, and your tax liabilities. As an ordinary citizen, how 
can we go about getting the same pertinent, candid in- 
formation from the Members of the House of Representa- 
tives, the Members of the Senate, particularly our two 
streaking Senators? { Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. I have enough trouble with the Senate 
and the House without asking them to submit to the same 
kind of investigation that I have been submitting to. 
[Laughter] 

But, second, sir, with regard to your question on income 
tax, let me be quite direct. Questions were raised with 
regard to whether or not I had paid or reported the 
amount of taxes that I should have. I voluntarily asked the 
Joint Committee on Taxation of the House and Senate 
to consider this matter. 

It has been considering it, and as Chairman Long and 
the ranking minority member of the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee have indicated, there has been no evidence of 
fraud on the part of the President. 

There may be evidence that he may owe more taxes 
due to primarily, apparently—it is a debatable technical 
point as to whether a gift of three-quarters of a million 
dollars worth of Presidential papers which was delivered 
3 months before the deadline, whether the paper work on 
it was completed in time to qualify for the deduction. 

If it was completed in time, as I understand it, I get 
the deduction. If it was not completed in time, I don’t 
get the deduction, I pay the tax, and the Government gets 
to keep the papers. 

Well, under the circumstances, that is hard for me to 
realize, but the President, when the IRS is concerned, I 
can assure you, is just another citizen, and even more so. 
[Laughter] And that is perfectly proper. 

Yes, sir. 


COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN UNITED NATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, we are hearing increasing and per- 
sistent objections to the Communist influence on the 
United Nations and certain of its agencies. My question 
relates to UNICEF. What are we doing to keep our con- 
tributions to UNICEF from Communist control, and by 
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whose authority do branches of the U.S. Post Office assist 
in the sale and distribution of cards for UNICEF? 
Tue Preswent. Well, sir, that is a matter I will have 
to look into. It is enough to have the problems of the 
United States to solve without looking into the United 
Nations, I can assure you. But speaking quite directly, it 
is quite true that the Soviet Union, being a major nation, 
has great influence in the U.N., and it is quite true that 
it has great influence within certain bodies within the U.N. 
And I think the only recourse for the United States, 
rather than getting out of the U.N. and leaving the whole 
game to them, is to stay in and attempt to see to it that 
our influence counterbalances theirs whenever we think 
theirs is wrong. That would be my response at this point. 


U.S. POSITIONS AND THE WORLD SITUATION 


Q. Mr. President, regarding your comment that we 
must continue to move forward on the world front, the 
Wall Street Journal and the Chicago Sun-Times today 
both carry articles about mounting evidence that our for- 
eign policy position with the Soviets, the Arabs, and our 
former European partners is now deteriorating. They say 
the temporary suspension of the oil embargo is likely to be 
an on-again off-again Soviet-Arab policy and that our 
declining influence abroad will lead to many problems at 
home and abroad, including continued rising prices for 
gasoline and many other basic necessities of life here at 
home. Would you please give us your comments? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well it is rather hard to respond to 
both of those publications in the small time that I have 
but let me say this first: Early this year predictions were 
made that there would be a worldwide recession, you re- 
call, and that was one of the reasons that people projected 
an 8 to 10 percent unemployment in the United States at 
this time, which has not occurred. 

There will be apparently no worldwide recession, and, 
second, there will be no recession in the United States. 
The difficulties are going to continue for a time, but in 
the second half of this year we expect to see the economy 
moving up, unemployment moving down, and inflation 
abating. As far as the entire situation worldwide is con- 
cerned, however, your question allows me to make a state- 
ment with regard not only to the Soviet Union but also 
with regard to Europe, which should be more on the front 
burner than it is because of the enormous importance of 
the European-American alliance to stability in the world. 

I have already responded with regard to the Soviet 
Union and the People’s Republic of China. We have 
difficulties, we have differences, but it is far better to be 
talking about them rather than fighting about them, and 
we will continue that policy. 

Second, with regard to the Mideast, the Mideast has 
had four wars in a generation. That is four too many in 
an area that is very poor and one that needs peace and 
needs it desperately. At the present time, the influence 


of the United States in the Mideast, the fact that we have 
restored relations with Egypt, that we are moving in all 
of the area of the Mideast toward creating a permanent 
peace, is going to be one of the major legacies of this 
Administration, I would hope. 

Third, with regard to Europe, the problem there is 
complicated by the fact that our European friends and 
we had agreed somewhat earlier that we would try on the 
25th anniversary of NATO, which occurs in April, that 
we would try to reach common declarations on the security 
front with regard to the Atlantic alliance and also on the 
economic and political front where the United States has 
to deal with what is called “The Nine,” or the European 
Common Market countries. 

Now the ‘progress in developing declarations on the 
security front has gone forward on schedule. However, I 
regret to report, as I have written to Chancellor Brandt, 
the present Chairman of “The Nine,” that on the eco- 
nomic and political front the progress has not gone for- 
ward, and we face the situation that, therefore, if the 
heads of government were to meet at this time, for ex- 
ample in the month of April, we would simply be papering 
over difficulties and not resolving them. 

But to just conclude the question with an observation 
for our European friends and for us, let me say, first, the 
European-American alliance is important to the peace of 
the world as well as to ourselves. The second point is, 
as far as security is concerned the United States is indis- 
pensable to the security of Europe, not only our presence 
in Europe but also the fact of our nuclear strength. 

Now the Europeans cannot have it both ways. They 
cannot have the United States participation and coopera- 
tion on the security front and then proceed to have con- 
frontation and even hostility on the economic and political 
front. And until the Europeans are willing to sit down 
and cooperate on the economic and political front as well 
as on the security front, no meeting of heads of govern- 
ment should be scheduled. 

I believe we will work out the cooperation, but I think 
it is very well for all nations in the world to understand 
that the day of the one-way street is gone. The United 
States has been very generous to its allies and friends and 
to its former enemies. We will continue to be as generous 
as we can. But whether it is in the field of trade or whether 
it is in any other field, it is essential that we get what I 
would say a fair break for our producers, just as we try 
to give a fair break to their producers. 

We cannot have in Europe, for example, confrontation 
on the economic and political front and cooperation on 
the security front. 

I do not mean to leave this question with the impression 
that the European and American alliance is shattered. 
It is not. I do indicate, however, that it is a time when the 
Europeans as well as we must sit down and determine that 
we are either going to go along together on both the secu- 
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rity and the economic and political fronts or we will go 
separately. 

Because I can say one thing, I have had great difficulty 
in getting the Congress to continue to support American 
forces in Europe at the level that we need to keep them 
there. In the event the Congress gets the idea that we are 
going to be faced with economic confrontation and hos- 
tility from “The Nine,” you will find it almost impossible 
to get congressional support for continued American pres- 
ence at present levels on the security front. 

Now, we do not want this to happen. That is why I 
have urged my friends in Europe, our friends in Europe, 
to consider this proposition. It does not mean that we are 
not going to have competition, but it does mean that we 
are not going to be faced with a situation where the nine 
countries of Europe gang up against the United States— 
the United States which is their guarantee for their se- 
curity. That we cannot have. 

Mr. Crark. Thank you, Mr. President. 


THE PRESIDENT. Ladies and gentlemen, I only asked 
the Mayor to come up here because I just wanted to assure 
this audience that despite the fact that I at times may 
have appeared to be a bit partisan, I didn’t intend to be 
at all. [Laughter] 

The only reason that I am going out is that they said 
you were waiting for me to leave. [Laughter] Let me say 
I have appreciated your response and your patience, and 
while I leave the podium, I don’t expect to leave the 
Presidency until January 20, 1977. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:02 p.m., c.d.t., in the International 
Ballroom of the Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago, Ill. His remarks 
were broadcast live on radio and television. 

In his opening remarks, the President referred to William N. 


Clark, president of The Executives’ Club of Chicago, and Richard 
J. Daley, mayor of Chicago. 


Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


March9 
The President today announced the reappointment of 
Frederick R. Livingston, of New York, N.Y., as a member 


of the Advisory Committee on Federal Pay for a term 
expiring January 20, 1980. 


March 11 


The President returned to Washington from his home 
in Key Biscayne, Fla. 


March 12 


King Hussein of Jordan met with the President at the 
White House. 


March 13 


The President met with a group of advisers at the White 
House to discuss the economy and energy. Participating 
in the meeting were: George P. Shultz, Secretary of the 
Treasury, Roy L. Ash, Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget, William E. Simon, Administrator of 
the Federal Energy Office and Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury, John T. Dunlop, Director of the Cost of Living 
Council, and Herbert Stein, Chairman of the Council 
of Economic Advisers. 

The President today accepted the resignation of Dr. 
Anthony R. Curreri as a member of the Board of Regents 
of the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sci- 
ences. Dr. Curreri has been named president of the 
university. 

Mrs. Donald Spicer, president of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, called on the President at the White 
House. 

Miss Kathy Raskin, 1974 Maid of Cotton, called on the 
President at the White House. She was accompanied by 
Congressman Sam Steiger of Arizona. 

The following Ambassadors presented their credentials 
to the President in ceremonies at the White House: Sir 
Patrick Shaw of Australia, Constantine P. Panayotacos 
of Greece, Gerard S. Bouchette of Haiti, Sir Peter Rams- 
botham of the United Kingdom, and Joseph Nizeyimana 
of Rwanda. 


March 14 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Joseph W. Morris, of Tulsa, Okla., to be a United 
States District Judge for the Eastern District of Oklahoma. 

The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate William J. Schloth, of Macon, Ga., for reappoint- 
ment as United States Attorney for the Middle District 
of Georgia for a term of 4 years. 

The President left Washington in the evening to ad- 
dress The Executives’ Club of Chicago on the following 
day. 

March 15 


The White House announced that Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger will visit the Soviet Union beginning 
March 25 for discussions with the Soviet leadership in 
preparation for President Nixon’s visit later this year. 

The President returned to Washington from Chicago 
following the luncheon of the Executives’ Club and a 
reception for business and political leaders. 
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The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released March 10, 1974 


Advance text: address to the Nation on the 
American Bicentennial 

Fact sheet: American Revolution Bicenten- 
nial 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 


RICHARD NIXON, 1974 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted March 11, 1974 


JOHN W. WaRNER, Of Virginia, to be Admin- 
istrator of the American Revolution Bicen- 
tennial Administration (new position). 


Submitted March 12, 1974 

JOHN T. PIERPONT, JR., Of Missouri, to be 
United States Marshal for the Western Dis- 
trict of Missouri for the term of 4 years 
(reappointment). 

JOHN L. Buck, of Pennsylvania, to be United 
States Marshal for the Middle District of 
Pennsylvania for the term of 4 years (re- 
appointment). 
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